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For The Judges At The BSAOCNC All British 

“Clubman’s Show” San Jose, Ca.  April 2nd 



 

CHECK YOUR MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL DATE (see front of envelope) 

MAIL CHECK OR MONEY ORDER FOR $25.00  U.S.  ($40.00 Overseas) 

Make Checks Payable To: BSAOC/SC 

Mail To:  

BSAOC/SC, 11125 Westwood Blvd, Culver City, CA 90230 

Editors Page:- Oilyleaks by Clive Brooks                    

Remaining Issues Under My Stewardship  

BSAOC / SC  members, we are updating our e-mail list in order to 

contact you for any last minute changes in our calendar events, so 

please contact Steve Ortiz at ; ortizst1@hotmail.com.  
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My Fellow Enthusiasts… and another month behind us, and an-
other 2 well attended events, the Cinder Cone Dual Sport and 
the 3rd  annual Ortega Highway Ride, and by the time you read 
this, the Inland Empire Ride. Many thanks to Mike Haney for 
organizing the Cinder Cone and Dave Zamiska for his hard work 
for the Ortega Hwy events, read the two write-ups for these rides. 
 In April there is ,of course, the BSAOCNC All British Club-
man Show in San Jose, then our last Dualsport event before the 
summer heat, the Al Baker Dualsport. After that we have the 
North/South event, the Mid State Ride and then our Annual Bar-
ry Smith Memorial ride at Hanson Dam, so April’s going to be 
quite busy. Please see page 21 for details. 
 I appreciate those who took the time to send me a ride report for our events and of 
course to those who posted photos on Facebook or E-mailed me with pictures, it’s always 
nice to have a written description  of what the ride was like, to accompany the photos. 
 So far, this year I haven’t been able to ride, due to a nagging sciatica problem, that I 
can’t seem to shake, even after 3 epidural injections. Perhaps the problem is because I 
haven't ridden...or not. I’m getting restless to ride so hopefully I can get some relief, and 
take the bikes out for some exercise. 
 Regarding the future editorship of this newsletter, so far with 6 more issues to go, no 
one has contacted me to fill this position. I urge someone in our almost 300 members to 
consider taking this task on. 
 

I urge you all to send me your British Bike stories, photos and “Tech Tips”, they 
don’t have to be about BSA’s,  most of our club members own other makes and 
marques, so they will be of interest to our membership, for us all to share, after all 
this is your newsletter. Thanks again to those who have already contributed material 
to the Piled Arms, and I hope you continue to do so. I desperately need fresh articles 
to keep this going.  

Clive Brooks    
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"Hi Burt, enjoyed your article on the Norton Nomad. I too find the Nomad of inter-
est, and have since the late 50s. It seems like triumph and BSA had a lock on the 
competition market, and in hindsight much more advertisement and hiring more 
great riders should have been used by all the other manufacturers. One must admit, 
Bud Ekins sold a lot of bikes and he deserves a lot of credit for the competition suc-
cess Triumph enjoyed in the 50s and early 60s. I am comfortable in saying that had 
he rode the Nomad for several years they would have enjoyed tremendous sales and 
everybody would have heard of it! Or any other bike, for that matter! 

 I believe "Real Classic" did a story on one not long ago. Also, the museum in 
Birmingham England restored one a few years ago so perhaps they could offer infor-
mation if you desired. I have noticed that in the last couple of years they have be-
come much more rider friendly. 
 Looking back In my 1958 "Cycle Action" magazines I see where Charley 
Cripps raced the new Nomad in the 58 Big Bear Run on January 12, 1958 and placed 
8th out of close to a thousand riders. Of course he was a well-known expert racer. 
Does anyone know his present whereabouts? In the February issue of Cycle Action 
an add was run by Hap Jones Distributing Company making hay of this calling it 
"American Scrambler". In the following May issue a photo of the Norton assembly 
line in England shows one of the first Nomad bikes to complete production. 
 I have two black and white both sides photos of this bike that I may can find if 
they would be of value in the restoration. Good luck to you! Looks like someone did 
better finding new old stock parts for this Norton than I have even though the bikes I 
was restoring were more plentiful. I can't even find Bates completion seats and thou-
sands of them were made! " 

Roger Rogers 

 

Letters to The Piled Arms 

Hope this finds you and yours ok. I am doing ok for 71 although just getting over a su-
per cold my wife Jane and I caught from babysitting our granddaughter Natalie Jane. 
 Three items I want to mention. First, for you Californians to enjoy all those spring 
rides you have available in your beautiful super state. I was recently talking to my good 
friend Cal Brown, two time winner of the Greenhorn Enduro, and mentioned the won-
derful opportunities and experiences he had as a California native. His answer reminded 
me how easily it is for a native to take it for granted. So I remind other California motor-
cyclists to start the bikes up and enjoy the scenery, warmth and sunshine! Wish I had 
such opportunities! 
 Second, I enjoyed the front and back covers of the March issues, since I have both a 
Victor and a Tiger Cub that looks remarkably similar to the blue and silver one shown. 
 And lastly, as I was studying the Victor, something seemed different to me. Then it 
hit me it was on a center stand. This is what I want to do to mine, although I have yet to 
see any others with a center stand. I’d like to find out more information on this conver-
sion 

Still haven't had any response to my Wanted posters, please keep me in mind on this. 
Again, thank you for all you do for the club, and your excellent newsletters. Best to you, 
Roger 
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The Cinder Cone Dual Sport Ride in Lucerne Valley   

Ride report By Mike Haney, Photos By Sandi Bilewitch, 

Randy Ressell And Mark Walters 

29 riders started out, I guess no-
body read the email, after the first 
sandy section four guys bailed out 
and took the power line road to 
US66, the rest, or at least, most of 
the rest, made it to lunch ok and 
the remainder showed up some 
time later. Bonnie at the Barn 
fixed us a great lunch hamburgers 
and the trimmings and some great 
home-made chili which made 
some great chili burgers, along 
with a cold Corona what else 

could you need. After lunch 18 
of the riders decided to take 
various roads back to Lucerne 
and not go with the group on 
the real course. The first sandy 
section after lunch was excep-
tionally torn up from much 
overuse by bikes and jeeps, 
good thing it's only about four 

miles long, from there it was pretty une-
ventful, some rocks some hoops and an-
other new sand section, but not bad, then 
back to the end at Lucerne. On the sign-in 
sheet I  put check marks next to the riders 
that actually rode the whole course. 11 
riders and only 3 of those are British 
bikes, pretty poor showing for a British 
Bike Club I'd say, I and many others think 
we should somehow restrict these off road 
club rides to British bikes only that way 
we can sort of maintain the prestige of 

Joe Powers Triumph 500 
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being a member of a British bike club and being proud of riding one of the British 
steeds, just like it used to be when we all had a genuine loyalty to our chose make, BSA, 
Triumph, Norton or whatever, to me the BSAOCSC is a British Bike club and even 

though we all have various other bikes we should always strive to use our British iron 
only on club rides, wouldn't that be great? I would even go so far as to propose that the 
club makes it a standing rule to do that very thing. Let me know your's and others 
thoughts on this subject, I may be just way too old fashioned or plain nuts but it seems 
only logical to me. 
 

Cheers Mike 
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To B(50),  Or Not….. By Dave Spilka 

During the lunch break on the Toluca Loop ride, I was telling Barry Sulkin about my 
experiences with my first BSA.  Barry suggested that I write it up for the PA. So, here 
goes… 

My first BSA wasn’t my first English bike.  That was a 1969 Rickman Metisse café 
racer, fitted with a softly tuned Enfield 750 Series 2 motor.  I was really impressed 
with the handling, with disk brakes front and rear, Borani rims with magnesium hubs, 
and those new Dunlop K81 tires! 

This experience led me to think about an English dirt bike, to replace my evil-handling 
Honda SL350.  So, I went to Suzuki City in Inglewood, to have a good look at a 441 
Victor.  The 441 was there, but just next to it was the new 1971 B50T. WOW!  It had 
more horsepower than the 441, and it had THE LOOK!  A deal was made, they took 
the Honda in trade, and they threw-in a Preston Petty front fender for me.  They told 
me to come back in a couple of days, while they put oil in it and all those other Dealer 
prep chores.   I got a call the next day.  It seems that the squid whose normal chores 
include sweeping the shop, and emptying wastebaskets, had filled the battery with 
electrolyte and installed it backwards.  The wiring harness was fried, and had to be 
replaced.  No spares in the USA, it had to come from the UK.  Two month later, I got a 
call from the bike shop that my bike was ready to go.  A friend drove me over to Suzu-
ki City, and after some instruction from the service manager; I primed the carb (28mm 
Concentric), switched on the ignition, set the piston, and gave a good kick.  Naturally, 
the engine kicked back, with enough force (we found out later) to shatter something in 
the kick-starter assembly.  No spares in the USA, another 2 month delay from the UK, 
and finally I rode it home. 

The first outing, some friends and I went 
to El Mirage dry lake for some break-in 
work.  I am now a little gun-shy about 
this bike, so I putted around on the lake 
bed for a couple of hours, never straying 
too far from my truck, while my friends 
were off bashing through the bushes.  All 
went well with the bike, so when the 
group returned to top up fluids, for both 
bike and rider, I followed along on an 
easy trek.  I quickly discovered a real 
defect with the BSA.  You best not try to 
navigate a sand wash on a nose-heavy 
B50 with a 2.75-20 front tire.  Also, the 
gear ratios were strange.  First gear was 
extremely low, and second gear was fair-
ly high. It reminded me of the gear ratios 
of a 1951 GMC ¾ ton pickup, with a 
Warner T98 gearbox.  The other gears 
were evenly spaced. 


